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Newsweek: Daniel High School among nation’s best

National magazine includes Central school in its top 1,000 rankings

By GREG OLIVER.
greg@dailyjm.com

CENTRAL — Daniel High
School s among 22 in South
Carolina to recently be named
by Newsweek magazine in its
Challenge Index. an annual
ranking of the top 1,500 public
high schools in the pation for
2009. .

The index listed Daniel at
1,294th — above Hillerest
High in Simpsonville (1307)
and Beaufort High School
(1372) — while Charleston
County’s Academic Magnet
was, the state’s top-rated high
school at |2¢th nationally. The
rankings are based on rigor-

ous course offerings and how
all students pcrform in those

' courses.

Daniel High Principal
Sharon Huff was on vacation
and upavailabte for commeot,
but Pickens County School
Sueperintendent Henry Hunt
said the district was pleased to
see the school included in this
year’s Challenge Index.

“To be in the lop 5 percent of
America's public high schools

1S quite an honor,” Hunt said.
“I’'m pleased that the schoo)
continues to be recognized for
its academic rigor and accom-

plishments.” '
The formula used by
Nowsweek ranks  schools

according 10 a ratio that exam-
ines the number of Advanced
Placement, Internationa)
Baccalaureate and  similar
college-credit tests taken by
all students at the school and

divides that by the number
of graduating seniors from
the previous year. Newsweek
surveyed more than 27,000
high schools in the U.S ., and
schools that had high aver-
age SAT scores or an AP
score of 29 or higher were
not listed.

Last year, South Carolina
had 21 high schools includ-
ed in Newsweek's Challenge

Index as opposed to 16 in 2007.  mately 23 Souvth Carolina pub-

To be in the top S percent of America’s public
high schools is quite an honor. I'm pleased that
the school confinues to be recognized for its
acuademic rigor and uccomplishments.

— Superintendent Henry Hunt ,,

in 2006, approxi- lic bigh schools were listed in

the index.
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